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INTRODUCTION 


Two issues dominate American politics today, 
undeclared war in Vietnam and desperate poverty at 
home. Robert Scheer is campaigning for the Demo- 
cratic nomination for Congress in the 7th C.D., and 
his basic claim is that the two issues are insepar- 
able: increased war costs abroad mean less money 
for civilian projects at home; brutal measures abroad 
lead to loss of freedom--political and social--at 
home. Scheer is campaigning against an incumbent 
Democrat who loyally supports the Johnson adminis- 
tration. Scheer's charge is that the liberalism which 
Supports war in Vietnam and tolerates erosion of 
American freedom at home is vicious and destructive, 
that it must be replaced with a new and radical ap- 
proach to the immense problem of renovating Amer- 
ican society. His platform can be divided into 
foreign and domestic parts, but the involvement of 
each with the other is essential to understanding 
his criticism of America in 1966 and his belief in the 
possibility of political rejuvenation. 


FOREIGN POLICY 


At least two thirds of the world accepts without 
hesitation the proposition that the United States of 
America is the most ruthlessly imperialistic nation 
the world has ever known, Every day, more of the 
other third begins to suspect that this is true. The 
world finds its proof both in our foreign aid programs 
and in our war in Vietnam. The duty of an American 
Congressman in foreign affairs is to examine the 
realities that underlie this world-wide opinion and 
work to bring American actions more in line with the 
ideals of freedom and national self-determination 
which we claim to stand for. The success of the 
United States as a nation has made these ideals 
meaningful political concepts. In 1960 we are chal- 
lenged by the world to live up to our own ideals, and 
we fall short. In the name of freedom and democ- 
racy we support fascist dictators, pay our professors 
to study ways to counteract leftist revolutions, and 
use saturation bombing in a Vietnamese civil war. 
What has happened to us? 


In foreign aid we have confused charity with 
enforcing a political view. We claim to be helping 
certain nations "emerge," to be helping them over- 
come the results of centuries of colonial exploita- 
tion: overpopulation, starvation, and the poverty 
that comes from agricultural or one-product econo-- 
mies. It is hugely to our credit that we concern 
ourselves with such disinterested work, yet in prac- 
tice our foreign aid is chained to an ideology which 
we attempt to force-feed to the recipients of our 
generosity. Senator Fulbright has cautioned America 
about its "arrogant" power, and in foreign aid our 
arrogance, our belief that we alone know the ways in 
which men can be free, happy and rich, clearly 
shows itself. 


We pledged to help India establish a steel 
industry, the first and major step in the creation of 
a modern, flexible, industrial economy. This first 
step is at once the most difficult and most essential 
for a nation seeking to raise itself to the point where 
its people do not face starvation every year. The 
United States Congress reneged on the pledge of 
assistance when it discovered that the mills were to 
be state-owned, that they would reek of "socialism." 
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This is the arrogance of our economic power, We 
demand that India model its economy on our own 
system of private capitalism before we will grant 
it foreign "aid." This is not aid, but economic 
blackmail, and ludicrous blackmail at that, for the 
US Congress was demanding that India, an over- 
populated and divided nation in 1960, do what 
America, underpopulated, homogeneous and rich, 
did 75 years ago. With its population threatened by 
starvation, India cannot afford the anarchic progress 
America has made to richness. India needs economic 
planning and speed in directed development if it is 
to stave off disaster. The ludicrousness of the 
American demand strikes nearly everyone but a 
voting majority of Congress. The serious implica- 
tions of such Congressional behavior are not quite 
so evident, but they must concern every Congress- 
man, for the implications are that American foreign 
aid is given under false pretenses. Under the guise 
of aid, we simply create new areas for American 
capital to make money for American investors. Who 
are the Indian Mellons, Rockefellers and Carnegies 
who were to buy shares in that privately owned 
steel mill Congress envisioned? They simply do not 
exist, although there are plenty of American corpora- 
tions seeking overseas investment opportunities. 


The most defensible part of American reluctance 
to aid socialist or even communist nations is our 
concern for the abridgments of personal liberty com- 
mon in such regimes. But Congress must realize 
that most nations, given the choice between planned 
economies and starvation, will choose economic 
planning, whether socialistic, communistic, state- 
socialistic, or any of the other descriptive tags 
currently in use. Bluntly, it is grub first, then 
ethics. Is America to deny underdeveloped nations 
this choice, the choice of life over death? What we 
must do is work generously, as we have not done in 
the past, for the true sovereignty of nations and the 
true self-determination of peoples, in Latin America, 
in Asia, and in Africa. The conflict between eco- 
nomic advancement and personal liberty is real, but 
not necessarily permanent. In any case, a peon 
under Batista could not have been better off than he 
is under Castro, and very few people will venture to 
claim that he has not greatly improved his lot. 
America must work to support those popular revolu- 
tions that seek to throw off dictators who exploit 
their countries through our foreign aid and Support 
themselves with our weapons. A reasonable Amer- 
ican response to a Latin American revolutionary's de- 
mand for nationalized industry is to agree and to re- 
quest adequate compensation. To send in the 
marines to protect oil companies is economic imper- 
ialism. 


Congress must realize that there is only one 
agency that can afford large-scale industrial in- 
vestment in underdeveloped nations, and that agency 
is the state. Congress must recognize this fact and 
stop trying to determine the ways in which other 
nations organize their economies, or else it must 
accept the stigma of economic imperialism--domina- 
tion of the internal affairs of a sovereign nation by 
economic means. America's current economic blend 
of capitalism and government control is the success- 
ful result of unique circumstances that are not dupli- 
cated anywhere else in today's world. For us to de- 
mand private, capitalistic ownership of industry in 
India, or Indonesia, or Ghana is at least absurd, 


and leaves us open to the charge of lying. For while 
we Claim to operate for the benefit of the emerging 
nations, the fact remains that the United States has 
got back far more money from foreign aid that we have 
put in. We have been intelligent investors, in our 
terms, but economic buccaneers in the eyes of those 
nations that seek to nationalize foreign-owned busi- 
ness and thus gain control over their own economies. 
Congress must realize that when underdeveloped na- 
tions accuse us of economic imperialism, there is 
much justice in the charge. 


In Vietnam, the United States is confronting 
the death of the basic myth of its foreign policy, and 
as the myth dies, so do Vietnamese, so far more 
than 350, 000--if we accept the conservative figures 
of the Defense Department. We are fighting in Viet- 
nam to save the Vietnamese from communism or, in 
the absurdly self-parodying words of W.R. Hearst 
Jr., from themselves, if need be. What better ex- 
ample of the colossal arrogance of American power 
than this attempt to impose our will on another na- 
tion? Because for twenty years we have refused to 
look at China and other communist nations as sepa- 
rate entities, because we have forced ourselves to 
believe in the demonic "communist monolith" op- 
posed to the "free world," we now find ourselves 
contemplating, with appalling equanimity, the 
possibility of war with China to force the Viet Cong 
in South Vietnam to give up. Our government stead- 
fastly refuses to believe that the Viet Cong are not 
controlled by a North Vietnam in turn controlled by 
China, The fact that North Vietnamese regulars did 
not appear in South Vietnam until after we bombed 
the north does not suggest to our government that we 
forced North Vietnam to take a more active part in 
the war. The fact that our own State Department's 
"white papers" say that, before the bombing, more 
than 90% of the Viet Cong's weapons were of Ameri- 


THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT MUST CEASE ALL 
POLICIES THAT PROMOTE U.S. DOMINATION OF THE 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, OR POLITICAL LIVES OF OTHER 
NATIONS. SPECIFICALLY: 


1, Withdraw troops from the Dominican Republic and 
anti-guerrilla advisers from other nations, 

2. Make real economic and social progress, not 
anti-communism, the standard by which non- 
military aid programs are administered. 

3, Discourage private American investment as the 
solution to development problems in emerging 
nations and support nationalization with compen- 
sation of foreign-owned industry in such nations. 
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can manufacture does not suggest to our government 
that the war in South Vietnam is essentially a civil 
war, fought first against the American-equipped 
Saigon army and now directly against an American 
army of 255,000 men. (At the height of the French 
war in Indo-China there were 25, 000 French soldiers 
in all of South Vietnam, ) 


Yet, stripped of the rhetoric of saving some- 
one, the fact of war in Vietnam is that the United 
States, with its ghastly firepower, is checking a 
25-year Vietnamese fight for independence, first 
from the French, then from Japan, then from the 
French again, and now, most violently, from us. 
America, the land of Tom Paine, is refusing to allow 
an Asian nation the right of self-determination. The 
issue is now immensely complex: we are spoiling 
for a fight with China, there are now North Viet- 
namese troops in South Vietnam, we escalate the 
war every time there is the possibility of peace. 
Through our brutal destruction of a whole culture-- 
a whore in Vietnam now earns 20 times as much as 
a top civil servant--the United States has lost its 
right to any control over the future of Vietnam. We 
must get out. We must announce our determination 
to leave, and then negotiate the details of an 
orderly withdrawal with all interested parties, 
recognizing that the Viet Cong are the most inter- 
ested party. We should take our puppets with us. 
General Ky is our man. He speaks a dialect that 
his "people" cannot understand when he talks 
directly to them. He is a foreign puppet ruler whom 
we support, So we must take him with us so he will 
not be lynched by an angry populace. This is the 
extent of our commitment in South Vietnam. We 
have forfeited the right to any other role in a country 
where in a single day we use more ordnance than 
the French did in five months, 


WE MUST GET OUT OF VIETNAM. THE DETAILS OF 
WITHDRAWAL ARE NEGOTIABLE; THE WITHDRAWAL 
ITSELF IS NOT. 
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DOMESTIC POLICY 


Poverty, racial discrimination, rioting, erosion 
of constitutional rights to dissent--these are not 
the only strokes in an image of America in 1966, but 
they are the major domestic issues Congress must 
face if it is to make America live up to the ideals 
of freedom and happiness which give us our distinc- 
tive sense of political possibility. For the first 
time in the history of the world, a nation has the 
resources and technology to make freedom from want 
and degradation possible within a single generation. 
Yet a walk in the Oakland ghetto or even in West 
Berkeley shows how radical a change we must make 
in our approach to modern American society before 
we can achieve the goal of social renovation. 


Our cities are ugly and brutal places, Urban 
renewal has become a euphemism for Negro removal, 
for segregation of Negroes and Mexican-Americans 
in progressively more squalid ghettos while middle- 
income housing rises, tantalizingly beyond reach. 
Police, fearful of the hatreds nurtured in such pov- 
erty and despair, become vicious and sadistic. In 
Oakland a politically active Negro like Luther Smith 
can be terrorized by police who are not subject to 
investigation by a civilian police review board. 

Our whole society, fearful of internal criticism be- 
yond the narrow limits of liberal Democrat and con- 
servative Republican, tolerates bomb attacks on 
minority political groups. Governor Brown, asked 
his opinion of the bombing of the W.E.B. DuBois 
Club, said that he regretted it, but felt that 
Attorney General Katzenbach "called it as he saw it' 
when he attached the communist label to the organ- 
ization. Why wasn't the Governor of the State of 
California outraged and ashamed that any political 
group in his state was bombed? The Los Angeles- 
Watts riots were more than murderous insurrection: 
they were clear and symbolic warning of what hap- 
pens when desperate men look up at "fellow citi- 
zens" in the hills and feel no sense of community 
with them. Oakland and West Berkeley could 
become another Watts. And if they did, it would 
not be the worst thing that could happen here. The 
worst thing would be for us to let the miserable con- 
ditions go on, because we know how to change them, 
What must a Congressman work for in 1966? 


The key to renovation of American life is real 
peace, not the uneasy truce of the Cold War years 
which saw us use half our budget for non-productive 
military weapons. Yet, ironically, peace is a real 
threat without governmental assurance that people 
working ina wartime economy will not be out of 
work in a nation at peace. Congress must work now 
to develop programs of peacetime employment. And 
there will be plenty of work for everyone. 


Whatever the Johnson administration and its 
Supporters may claim, even the United States cannot 
afford to wage war in Southeast Asia and at the same 
time confront the problems of poverty and blight at 
home. More money, not less, is needed for domestic 
programs, yet cuts in civilian spending show up in 
every area of the current budget, because of the war. 
The NDEA (National Defense Education Act) has en- 
abled thousands of needy students to attend college 
full-time--and incidentally to avoid the draft. 


President Johnson recommends cutting the program 


from this year's $179 million to $30 million next 
year. In Oakland, the Hunter Report, a study of 
housing discrimination paid for and then suppressed 
by City Hall, says that from $60 to $80 million is 
needed even to make a dent in Oakland's poverty and 
that another $100 million is needed to build sufficient 
housing. Huge programs of this sort, linked with 
on-the-spot job training, can give productive peace- 
time employment to everyone. Such programs are 
impossible in wartime. Last year Johnson's "war" 
on poverty in Oakland barely skirmished with the 
problem, allocating $800, 000 to the city, less than 
two-thirds the cost of one Phantom, Thunderchief, 

or Skyhawk shot down daily in Southeast Asia. And 
there are a hundred Oaklands in the United States. 


The Congressmen from the 7th Congressional 
District has two major responsibilities to his con- 
stituents. First, he must be at home to them, in 
touch with their problems and willing to use the 
tremendous prestige of his office to help them in 
their conflicts with city authorities. For example, 
the City of Oakland right now has federal funds in 
hand, granted for a school lunch program, yet it is 
not using those funds, and ghetto children are going 
hungry. The Congressman from the 7th District 
should use his presence and prestige to force the 
city to use those funds. Perhaps a telephone call, 
or a press conference, or apublic demonstration is 
required. Robert Scheer has pledged to use his 
office in this way, to give real service to his con- 
stituents in their local and immediate political 
problems, 


The Congressman's second responsibility is 
to speak clearly in Washington about the failings of 
the Johnson liberal-consensus government supported 
by Humphrey, Dirksen, and in the House by Jeffery 
Cohelan. Cohelan's supposed skill at "working 
behind the scenes" is not good enough for this 
district. He will not tell us what goes on back 
there, and the apparent results, escalation in 
Vietnam and cutbacks in civilian funds at home, are 
totally unacceptable. The trouble with working 
behind the scenes is that it does not give the people 
a chance to vote on issues. Cohelan says he is 
working behind the scenes to end the war, yet he 
votes for every war appropriation bill. He says he 
is for political freedom at home, yet he consistently 
votes for the funds to support the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities. Robert Scheer has taken 
unequivocal public stands on each of these issues. 
His election will be an endorsement of his posi- 
tion, and will do more to challenge the narrow view 
of consensus politicians than a decade of work be- 
hind the scenes in Washington cloakrooms. 


The ultimate object of Robert Scheer's campaign 
is nothing less than raising the quality of American 
life. America should be a beautiful and rewarding 
place for all its citizens. Freeways need not de- 
stroy our cities if well-planned in conjunction with 
mass rapid transit. Urban renewal need not create 
new ghettos hidden, in the case of the East Bay, 
behind BART's seven foot wall between white and 
colored citizens. Redwood lands need not be 


lumbered over before a bill can be passed making 
them into a national park. The Grand Canyon need 
not be drowned to satisfy Arizona developers. Auto- 
mation need not terrify workers into resisting the 
very machines that can freethem from drudge work. 


CONGRESS MUST GUARANTEE FULL PERSONAL FREE= 
DOM FOR ALL AMERICAN CITIZENS. SPECIFICALLY: 


1. Control city police practices by founding civilian 
review boards with full investigative and 
Subpoena powers, 

2. Abolish the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 

3, Abolish punitive laws concerning birth control, 
abortion, and sexual practices between consent- 
ing adults. 

4, Treat alcoholism and drug addiction as medical 
and not criminal problems. 


CONGRESS MUST INVOLVE ALL CITIZENS IN RE- 
BUILDING AMERICA, SPECIFICALLY: 


1. Guarantee that the poor have majority representa- 
tion on redevelopment agencies like the OEDC 
(Oakland Economic Development Commission). 

2. Convert our war economy to peacetime uses 
geared to the needs of workers for meaningful 
work, not to maximum corporate profit. Sucha 
conversion requires establishing the rights of 
unionizing, and of sharing in corporate decisions 
about automation and its place in making labor 
easier for all. 

3. Make federal funds available for founding inde- 
pendent news media to air minority opinions. 

4. Remove all restrictions on the rights of American 
citizens to travel abroad. 
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Americans need not be subject to the arbitrary perse- 
cutions of HUAC. And, America need not betray it- 
self by waging gruesome and futile war in Asia. The 
beginning of political rejuvenation can be here, in 
the 7th Congressional District of California. 


CONGRESS MUST GUARANTEE EVERY CITIZEN THE 
RIGHT TO DECENT LIFE. SPECIFICALLY: 


1. Guarantee every family an annual income of 
$3600 plus $100 for each dependent. 

2. Use the $60 billion a year we now spend for war 
to rebuild and renovate our cities. Until there is 
full employment or guaranteed income, job 
priority and training must be given to residents 
in the areas under reconstruction. 

3. Raise the minimum wage to $2 an hour (making an 
annual income of at least $3600) and extend 
coverage to all workers. 


CONGRESS MUST END ALL EXISTING FORMS OF 
SEGREGATION IN AMERICA. SPECIFICALLY: 


1. Establish meaningful training programs for the 
unskilled and assure them employment in the 
massive federal projects for urban renovation, 

2. Cut off all federal funds for states, counties, or 
cities that have not integrated schools, public- 
works programs, and voting lists. 

3. Pass a strong federal fair housing act. 


Robert Scheer for Congress 


2214 Grove St. 


Berkeley 4, Calif. 


Tel. 549-0690 


